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South Aiken High Literary Magazine Earns National Awards 

 

Recognition for the 2015 edition of Calliope, South Aiken High School’s award-

winning literary magazine, was slow to roll in. But when the accolades did begin 

to arrive, they astonished the magazine’s staff and even longtime creative 

writing teacher and literary magazine faculty advisor Ginger Dunker.  

 

Submissions for individual stories, photos, and art included in the 2015 edition of 

Calliope failed to gain traction at the state level, but later, the magazine itself 

would receive the highest award offered by the National Council of Teachers of 

English, a First Place award from the American Scholastic Press Association, a 

rating of Excellent by the Southern Interscholastic Press Association and a 

Superior rating from the South Carolina Scholastic Press Association. 

 

“When we submitted state award entries for Best Spread, Best Picture, Best Art, 

Best Story and Best Cover, we didn’t win any of those. We were a little surprised 

by that because we felt like we had some really good entries,” stated Calliope 

Editor Emily Walter. “Then we started winning the national awards.”    

 

“This was the first year where we did not win any state awards for our individual 

entries. Then we started winning all of these national awards for the magazine, 

which we felt was sort of ironic,” commented Ms. Dunker. “The recognition the 

2015 magazine received nationally far exceeded our expectations, but I always 

hear from people at the state and national level who say they cannot believe 

the quality of work that comes out of our school, and that it’s as good as what 

they see from major universities. That aspect of the magazine is never a surprise.”   

 

The magazine’s staff spends the majority of the year collecting and reviewing 

submissions. The process of actually putting the magazine together then kicks 

into high gear just after spring break, which is just around the corner.  
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The theme of the 2015 edition of Calliope was “power.” The 2016 edition will be 

centered around a theme of “fragments.” 

 

“Reading through each of the submissions is really the longest part of the 

process, so it’s really satisfying when we can get completed by our deadline,” 

stated Calliope Editor Emily Garner. 

 

Most members of the Calliope staff start out by reading submissions and helping 

the editors decide what will actually make it into the magazine. Eventually, that 

work evolves to include writing, designing and laying out pages. 

 

Emily Walter turned a love of drawing into a position as Calliope editor. 

 

“In middle school I started drawing and I’ve always liked writing here and there, 

but nothing serious. Then a couple of my friends got me interested in the club 

I’ve really enjoyed it,” said Emily Walter. “Emily (Garner) and I are seniors so we 

will have to pass the baton on to someone else next year.” 

 

Calliope staff member Haley Mallet will likely be one of them. Haley says she 

found herself in awe of what she found in the pages of Calliope as a freshman, 

and knew she wanted to have a hand in its creation.  

 

“I saw someone holding a copy of Calliope and I was like, ‘the school does 

that?’ I knew I wanted to be a part of it the next year, so I have been trying to 

contribute by designing pages and helping with submissions,” said Haley, who is 

now a sophomore at South Aiken High School.  

  

Ms. Dunker says many of her students and literary magazine staff members have 

used the platform provided by the experience of working with Calliope as a 

springboard to careers in journalism, education, graphic design, creative writing, 

and art and design. 

 

“The staff members who love it are really dedicated to it every week. When that 

deadline approaches the final production becomes intense, but they get it 

done,” Ms. Dunker said. “This magazine belongs to them. It’s their creation and 

many of them go on to major in journalism or creative writing and join magazine 

staffs at colleges and universities across the country. Some of them are even 

teaching creative writing today. We have two former Calliope staff members 

teaching now at Purdue University and Syracuse University.” 
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A future goal of the program would be to buttress the magazine’s annual 

fundraisers by securing community and business sponsorships to facilitate the 

printing of additional copies of Calliope. Currently, the staff can only afford to 

print around 25-30 hard copies of the magazine each year, many of which must 

be used as submission copies for awards. 

 

“We distribute copies of the magazine digitally, but we would certainly love to 

print more copies,” Ms. Dunker stated. “We have to do fundraisers just to print 

the copies that we have. It would be nice to have these sitting in doctor’s 

offices and places where people would actually get to see them.” 

 

For now, while the magazine’s student staff members remain overjoyed with the 

response to last year’s edition, they know they can’t rest on their laurels – new 

deadlines are quickly approaching. 

 

“We were really happy with the art and photography that we have had to work 

with last year for the 2015 magazine, and the literature,” Emily Garner added. 

“We were very proud of how it all came together, but right now we are just 

trying to focus on pulling this year’s magazine together.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHOTO CAPTION: From left are Calliope staff members Brook Cogdill, Delaney 

Hopkins, Jazz Doerr, Emily Garner, Emily Walter, and Haley Mallett. 
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